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CONSTITUTION   1

OF THE  
MT. VERNON GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCH, INC. 

PREAMBLE 
We, the members of this church body, believing that we are a true unit of the universal 
church of Jesus Christ, and desiring fellowship with other believers, do hereby declare 
and establish this constitution.

ARTICLE I - NAME 
The name of this church shall be “Mt. Vernon General Baptist Church, Inc.,” of Mt. Vernon, 

Indiana. 

ARTICLE II - AFFILIATIONS 
This church is affiliated with the General Association of General Baptists.    2

ARTICLE III- OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the Mt. Vernon General Baptist Church, Inc., are:

a. to proclaim the Word of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ which are the
Holy Scriptures;

b. to minister the Ordinances of the Church;
c. to win others to Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior;
d. to teach them to observe all things that Christ commanded;
e. to extend the Kingdom of God to all mankind;
f. to provide suitable facilities for worship of Almighty God;
g. to engage in charitable and benevolent work.

ARTICLE IV - STATEMENTS OF FAITH  3

Due to the dire nature of our times (2 Tim. 3:1), we write these statements in the form of 
affirmations and denials.  At times, it will be necessary to use an uncommon 

 This Constitution of our local church was revised in May 1984, August 1992, May 2012, November 1

2015.  

 Affiliation may be direct or through a regional association—such as we are with Evansville Area Assoc.2

 Statements include a bold summary sentence just beneath the heading.  The paragraph below the 3

heading provides the expanded affirmation.  
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theological word in these articles.  In these cases, we will endeavor to include an 
explanatory footnote.  


We are united in one great cause—to stand together for the Gospel.   We are 4

convinced that the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been misrepresented, misunderstood, 
and marginalized in many Churches and among many who claim the name of Christ.  
Compromise of the Gospel has led to the preaching of false gospels, the seduction of 
many minds and movements, and the weakening of the Church’s Gospel witness.   
 
As in previous moments of theological and spiritual crisis in the Church, we believe that 
the answer to this confusion and compromise lies in a comprehensive recovery and 
affirmation of the Gospel - and in our church banding together only with churches, 
associations, or denomination that do likewise and display God’s glory in this fallen 
world.   
 
We are concerned about the tendency of so many Churches to substitute technique for 
truth, therapy for theology, and management for ministry.  We are concerned that God’s 
glorious purpose for Christ’s Church is often eclipsed by so many other issues, 
programs, technologies, and priorities.  Confusion over crucial questions concerning 
the authority of the Bible, meaning of the Gospel, and the nature of truth itself have 
gravely weakened the Church in terms of its witness, its work, and its identity.   
 
We stand together for the Gospel - and for a full and gladdening recovery of the Gospel 
in the Church.  We are convinced that such a recovery will be evident in the form of a 
faithful Church.  Here, our children will have a safer place to interact until the Lord 
brings to full manifestation His kingdom—when He resurrects all for right judgment.   


Statement I 
We affirm the full verbal inspiration of the Bible.   
We affirm that the sole authority for the Church is the Bible, verbally inspired, inerrant,  5

infallible, and totally sufficient and trustworthy.


 Statements most largely follow from Together for the Gospel network’s statements but also derive from 4

Evangelical Free Churches of America, General Association of General Baptists, and The Baptist Faith & 
Message 2000 as indicated below.

 Explaining the belief in the ‘inspiration’ of Scripture has not been enough.  The idea of ‘infallibility’ of 5

Scripture has not been enough.  Attacks on the meaning of these two words stem from the fact that God 
could theoretically inspire portions of the Bible and they also be without failure (infallible) in their purposes 
but simultaneously be error-riddled or errant.  Research ‘The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy’ for 
a better understanding of the need for us to affirm the word ‘inerrancy’ in relation to The Holy Bible.  The 
careful nuancing of cultural and academic elites will affirm, at times, the inspiration and infallibility of 
Scripture while also denying the inerrancy of Scripture.  We affirm the inspired, infallible, and inerrant 
nature of Scripture.  
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We deny that the Bible is a mere witness to the divine revelation, or that any portion of 
Scripture is marked by error or the effects of human sinfulness (2 Tim. 3:15-17, Isaiah 
40:8).


Statement II 
We affirm the accuracy and continuity of the sixty-six books of the Bible.   
We affirm that the authority and sufficiency of Scripture extends to the entire Bible, and 
therefore that the Bible is our final authority for all doctrine and practice.

We deny that any portion of the Bible is to be used in an effort to deny the truthfulness 
or trustworthiness of any other portion. We further deny any effort to identify a canon  6

within the canon or, for example, to set the words of Jesus against the writings of Paul 
(2 Peter 3:15-18, Gal. 2:11-14).


Statement III 
We affirm absolute truth claims from Scripture.  
We affirm that truth ever remains a central issue for the Church, and that the Church 
must resist the allure of pragmatism  and postmodern  conceptions of truth as 7 8

substitutes for obedience to the comprehensive truth claims of Scripture.

We deny that truth is merely a product of social construction or that the truth of the 
Gospel can be expressed or grounded in anything less than total confidence in the 
truthfulness of the Bible, the historical nature  of biblical events, and the ability of 9

language to convey understandable truth in sentence form. We further deny that the 
Church can establish its ministry on a foundation of pragmatism, current marketing 

 In this case, the word “canon” or “rule” means the right contents of the Holy Bible.  Very often, good 6

systematic theologies will begin with Scripture as given by God for our then understanding of the Doctrine 
of God Himself.  Liberal theologies may not begin their theologies with Scripture and thus find their 
understanding of God from human experience, nature, or worldly logic.  We affirm Scripture as sufficient, 
clear, authoritative, and necessary.  

 Pragmatism is an entire school of thought notably instituted at Harvard University in 1905 by philosopher 7

William James.  Pragmatism is the philosophy of ‘doing whatever works’ and then fitting it into a system of 
belief.  

 Postmodernism is the cultural phenomenon that followed modernism.  Modernism was the belief that the 8

world fit together in an orderly manner and humans could figure it out.  Post or ‘after’ modernism is the 
belief that things are not made orderly, we cannot figure them out, and truth is thus subject to community.  
Therefore, post modernism, as a popular secular academic notion, is the belief that there are no absolute 
transcultural truth claims because truth is relative to individual cultures.  The natural application of post 
modernism is biblical truth must be shaped to fit the times.  

 Often, Protestant liberal pastors will affirm the ‘spiritual’ nature of biblical events while simultaneously (at 9

the same time) denying (that the events of the scripture actually took place) the ‘historical’ nature of these 
events.  We affirm both.
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techniques,  or contemporary cultural fashions (2 Pet. 1:20-21, Luke 24:44-46, Titus 10

1:2).


Statement IV 
We affirm preaching.   
We affirm the centrality of expository preaching  in the Church and the urgent need for 11

a recovery of biblical exposition and the public reading of Scripture in worship.  It is 
important that expository preaching is primary practice within the local church.

We deny that God-honoring worship can marginalize or neglect the ministry of the 
Word as manifested through exposition and public reading. We further deny that a 
Church devoid of true biblical preaching can survive as a Gospel Church (1 Tim. 4:13, 
Col. 1:28, 3:16).  


Statement V 
We affirm the eternality of God.   
We affirm that the Bible reveals God to be infinite in all his perfections, and thus truly 
all-knowing, all-powerful, timeless, and self-existent. We further affirm that God 
possesses perfect knowledge of all things, past, present, and future, including all 
human thoughts, acts, and decisions.

We deny that the God of the Bible is in any way limited in terms of knowledge or power 
or any other perfection or attribute, or that God has in any way limited his own 
perfections (Psalm 46:1, Isaiah 57:15, Psalm 33:13-14, Nahum 1:3, Rev. 22:13, Col. 
1:18).


Statement VI 
We affirm the Trinity.   
We affirm that the doctrine of the Trinity is a Christian essential, bearing witness to the 
reality of being of the one true God in three divine persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, each of the same substance and perfections.


 Sadly, many churches in America have sought to build the church based on marketing rather than the 10

gospel.  Survey the literature on church growth to see the morass of literature on how not to offend 
unbelievers and how to woo them to church based on their unbelieving sensibilities.  We believe the 
church is built on the truth.  Whatever else we might built with technique as our emphasis will not be the 
true Church of our Lord our God.  The truth alone will set the unbeliever free (John 8:31-32, 1 Timothy 
3:14-15).  

 Expository preaching means to ‘expose’ the main meaning of a given passage.  Exposition seeks to let 11

the text do the talking by studying deeply to make the main point of a passage the main point of a 
message.  Often, expository preaching is associated with pastors preaching through entire books of the 
Bible or large portions of chapters in order in an effort to be as faithful to the meaning of the text as 
possible.  Expository preaching may be contrasted with therapeutic preaching or topical preaching which 
seeks to take an idea to the text and then bounce passage to passage to make an external point.  
Expository preaching does not negate the occasional topical preaching but hopes to keep the 
congregation in one book long enough to grasp deep truths and practical application.  
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We deny the claim that the Trinity is not an essential doctrine, or that the Trinity can be 
understood in merely economic  or functional categories (Deut. 6:4 as one; Gen. 1:1, 12

Matt. 6:9 as Father, John 1:1 & Matt. 1:18-25 (virgin birth) as Son, John 14:16 as Spirit; 
2 Cor. 13:14 or Matt. 28:19 for three-in-one).  


Statement VII 
We affirm the historical accuracy of Christ’s work.   
We affirm that Jesus Christ is true God and true Man, in perfect, undiluted, and 
unconfused union throughout his incarnation  and now eternally. We also affirm that 13

Christ died on the cross as a substitute for sinners, as a sacrifice for sin, and as a 
propitiation  of the wrath of God toward sinners. We affirm the historical death, burial, 14

and bodily resurrection of Christ as essential to the Gospel. We further affirm that 
Jesus Christ is Lord over His Church, and that Christ will reign over the entire cosmos 
in fulfillment of the Father’s gracious purpose.

We deny that the substitutionary character of Christ’s atonement for sin can be 
compromised without serious injury to the Gospel or denied without repudiating the 
Gospel. We further deny that Jesus Christ is visible only in weakness, rather than in 
power, Lordship, or royal reign, or, conversely, that Christ is visible only in power, and 
never in weakness (Heb. 2:17, 1 John 2:2, 4:10, Rom. 3:24-25, 8:29-30).


Statement VIII 
We affirm salvation is by grace.   
We affirm that salvation is all of grace, and that the Gospel is revealed to us in 
doctrines that most faithfully exalt God’s sovereign purpose to save sinners and in His 
determination to save his redeemed people by grace alone, through faith alone, in 
Christ alone, to His glory alone.

We deny that any teaching, theological system, or means of presenting the Gospel that 
denies the centrality of God’s grace as His gift of unmerited favor to sinners in Christ 
can be considered true doctrine (Rom. 3:23, 5:8, 6:23).


 In this case, ‘economic’ is a theological term and not a financial term.  The economic or functional 12

Trinity is sometimes used as a means to deny the state of being that is God as Trinity in a classical sense.  

 Incarnation is a theological word defining God the Son, the second person of the Trinity, taking on 13

human flesh.  Early church heresies asserted that Jesus was adopted into sonship at his baptism.  
Heresies will avoid the dual natures of Christ as human and divine.  Jesus really cried as a baby and 
learned as a child—but He never sinned.  Jesus was crucified in his humanity thus making a way for the 
resurrection of bodies in Him.  God the Son has eternality.  The incarnation is an often reduced doctrine in 
liberal circles.  We affirm the historical accuracy of the virgin birth and the birth narratives in Matthew and 
Luke.  The incarnation is the Word made flesh (John 1:1-3).  

 ‘Propitiation’ is an important biblical word that means ‘substitute.’  Propitiation is the turning away of 14

wrath by an offering.  Propitiation is to satisfy the righteous wrath of God against sinners.  We see justice 
through sacrifice in the word “propitiation”.  The specific mentioning of propitiation occurs in four 
passages: Rom. 3:21-26, Heb. 2:17, 1 John 2:1-2, 1 John 4:8-10.  Christ is our propitiation sacrifice for 
sins.  We affirm this doctrine that is under much assault today.  
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Statement IX 
We affirm believer’s role in evangelizing unbelievers.   
We affirm that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s means of bringing salvation to His 
people, that sinners are commanded to believe the Gospel, and that the Church is 
commissioned to preach and teach the Gospel to all nations (Matt. 28:18-20).

We deny that evangelism can be reduced to any program, technique, or marketing 
approach. We further deny that salvation can be separated from repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.


Statement X 
We affirm there is only one way an individual may be saved.   
We affirm that salvation comes to those who truly believe and confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.

We deny that there is salvation in any other name, or that saving faith can take any 
form other than conscious belief in the Lord Jesus Christ and His saving acts (Acts 
4:12).


Statement XI 
We affirm the continuity of God’s unfolding plan.   
We affirm the continuity of God’s saving purpose and Christ as the unifying factor 
between the biblical covenants.  We further affirm a basic distinction between law and 15

grace, and that the true Gospel exalts Christ’s atoning work as the perfect fulfillment of 
the law (Rom. 10:4, Gal. 3:23-24, Hebrews 11, Gal. 3:6-14).

We deny that the Bible presents any other means of salvation than God’s gracious 
acceptance of sinners in Christ.


Statement XII 
We affirm salvation by faith.  
We affirm that sinners are justified only through faith in Christ, and that justification by 
faith alone is both essential and central to the Gospel. (Eph. 2:4-5,8-9)

We deny that any teaching that minimizes, denies, or confuses justification by faith 
alone can be considered true to the Gospel. We further deny that any teaching that 
separates regeneration and faith is a true rendering of the Gospel (Gal. 2:15-21).


 In the Bible we see covenants with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David.  We see the new 15

covenant ushered in with Christ’s shed blood.  We affirm the internal cohesiveness of the Bible based on 
the Divine Mind giving us the words of Scripture through His appointed authors in His time.  
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Statement XIII 
We affirm the necessity of Christ’s sinless life.   
We affirm that the righteousness of Christ is imputed  to believers by God’s decree 16

alone, and that this righteousness, imputed to the believer through faith alone, is the 
only righteousness that justifies.

We deny that such righteousness is earned or deserved in any manner, is infused 
within the believer to any degree, or is realized in the believer through anything other 
than faith alone (Eph. 2:8-9).


Statement XIV 
We affirm congregational church membership.   
We affirm that the shape of Christian discipleship is congregational, and that God’s 
purpose is evident in faithful Gospel congregations, each displaying God’s glory in the 
marks of a church.  A local church is a gathered assembly of baptized believers who 
are covenanted together under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.   

We deny that any Christian can truly be a faithful disciple apart from the teaching, 
discipline, fellowship, and accountability of a congregation of fellow disciples, 
organized as a Gospel Church. We further deny that the Lord’s Supper can faithfully be 
administered apart from the right practice of Church discipline (Matt. 18:15-20, 1 Cor. 
5:1-11, Gal. 6:1-2).


Statement XV 
We affirm cooperation.  
We affirm that faithful, like-minded, congregations are to work together in humble and 
voluntary cooperation and that the spiritual fellowship of Gospel congregations bear 
witness to the unity of the Church and the glory of God.

We deny that loyalty to any denomination or fellowship of Churches can take 
precedence over the claims of truth and faithfulness to the Gospel even if 
denominational fellowship is preferred (Rom. 1:16).  Therefore this church ordains 
senior officers by congregational vote and can recommend denominational ordination. 


Statement XVI 
We affirm uniqueness of masculinity and femininity as created by God.   
We affirm that the Scripture reveals a pattern of complementary  order between men 17

and women, and that this order is itself a testimony to the Gospel, even as it is the gift 

 Imputation is a significant theological word.  It most basically means “transfer.”  Therefore, we affirm 16

Christ’s righteousness is transferred to the believer even as the believer’s sin was transferred to Christ on 
the cross.  Christ who knew no sin, therefore became sin, for us (2 Cor. 5:21).  

 “Complementarianism means men and women are equal in salvation and different in roles in the home 17

and the church.”  Seven ordained leaders endorsed this statement at Members Business Meeting on May 
17, 2015.  Further, with regard to gender assignment, a person should seek to stay with the gender 
assigned them from conception by God.      
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of our Creator and Redeemer.  We also affirm that all Christians are called to service 
within the body of Christ, and that God has given to both men and women important 
and strategic work within the home, the Church, and the society. We further affirm that 
the pastoral (elder) office of the Church is assigned only to those men who are called of 
God in fulfillment of the biblical teachings and that men are to lead in their homes as 
husbands and fathers who fear and love God.

We deny that the distinction of roles between men and women revealed in the Bible is 
evidence of mere cultural conditioning or a manifestation of male oppression or 
prejudice against women. We also deny that biblical distinction of roles excludes 
women from meaningful ministry in Christ’s kingdom. We further deny that any Church 
can confuse these issues without damaging its witness to the Gospel (1 Tim. 2:9-15, 1 
Tim. 3:1-7, Ephesians 5:22-33).  


Statement XVII 
We affirm global Christianity.  
We affirm that God calls his people to display his glory in the reconciliation of the 
nations within the Church, and that God’s pleasure in this reconciliation is evident in 
the gathering of believers from every tongue and tribe and people and nation.  We 
further affirm the church’s role in supporting and sending faithful missionaries.  

We deny that any Church can accept racial prejudice, discrimination, or division 
without betraying the Gospel (Eph. 3:6-10, Gal. 2:11-14).  We deny a faithful Church 
can be indifferent to the global missions imperative (Matt. 28:18-20).  


Statement XVIII 
We affirm our only hope. 
We affirm that our only sure and confident hope is in the sure and certain promises of 
God. Thus, our hope is an end-times hope, grounded in our confidence that God will 
bring all things to fulfillment in a manner that will bring greatest glory to his own name, 
greatest preeminence  to his Son, and greatest joy for his redeemed people.
18

We deny that we are to find ultimate fulfillment or happiness in this world, or that God’s 
ultimate purpose is for us to find merely a more meaningful and fulfilling life in this 
fallen world. We further deny that any teaching that offers health and wealth as God’s 
assured promises in this life can be considered a true gospel (Philippians 3:19-21, 
Revelation 19:1-22:21).  


Statement XIX 
We affirm the Christian and the Social Order.  
All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our 
own lives and in human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of 
society and the establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and 
permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by 
the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should 

 Christ is first and Head.  Colossians 1:15-19.  Christ must be first in rank in our minds and hearts.  The 18

preeminence (having been-ness) of Christ is under assault and we must affirm Christ as foremost.  
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oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual 
immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to 
provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. 
We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for the sanctity of all human life 
from conception to natural death. Every Christian should seek to bring industry, 
government, and society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, 
truth, and brotherly love. In order to promote these ends Christians should be ready to 
work with all men of good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the 
spirit of love without compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth.

(Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; 
Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 
4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12–14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 
7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 
3:12; Philemon; James 1:27, 2:8). 

Statement XX 
We affirm Religious Liberty. 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church 
and state should be separate. The state owes to every church protection and full 
freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for such freedom no 
ecclesiastical  group or denomination should be favored by the state more than 19

others. Civil government being ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to render 
loyal obedience thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church 
should not resort to the civil power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ 
contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. The state has no right to 
impose penalties for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no right to impose 
taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the 
Christian ideal, and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the 
part of all men, and the right to form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion 
without interference by the civil power.

(Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 
13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 
3:11-17; 4:12-19).

Statement XXI 
We affirm the Family.  

God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is 
composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one natural born man and one natural born woman in 
covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's unique gift to reveal the union between 
Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the 
framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to 
biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.


 Ecclesia is the Greek word for ‘church.’  Ecclesiology, therefore, means the study of the Church and 19

ecclesiastical indicates matters relating to the Christian Church.  

http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Exodus%2020.3-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Leviticus%206.2-5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Deuteronomy%2010.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Deuteronomy%2027.17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalm%20101.5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Micah%206.8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Zechariah%208.16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%205.13-16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%205.43-48
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2022.36-40
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2025.35
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Mark%201.29-34
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Mark%202.3ff
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Mark%2010.21
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Luke%204.18-21
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Luke%2010.27-37
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Luke%2020.25
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%2015.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%2017.15
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1Corinthians%205.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1Corinthians%206.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1Corinthians%207.20-24
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1Corinthians%2010.23-11.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%203.26-28
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ephesians%206.5-9
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Colossians%203.12-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Thessalonians%203.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/James%201.27
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/James%202.8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%201.27
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%202.7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%206.6-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%206.24
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2016.26
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2022.21
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%208.36
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Acts%204.19-20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%206.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%2013.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.13
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Philippians%203.20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Timothy%202.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/James%204.12
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%203.11-17
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The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's 
image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband 
is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to 
provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to 
the servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the 
headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to 
him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper 
in managing the household and nurturing the next generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. 
Parents are to demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to 
teach their children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent 
lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. 
Children are to honor and obey their parents.

(Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; 
Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 
22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 
5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; 
Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7).  20

Statement XXII

We affirm Biblical Marriage.   
Marriage is the original and foundational institution of human society, established by 
God as a one-flesh, covenantal union between a natural born man and a natural born 
woman that is life-long (until separated by death), exclusive (monogamous and faithful), 
and generative in nature  (designed for bearing and rearing children), and it is to reflect 21

the relationship between Christ and the Church.   Only such marriages which fit the 22

definition above may be conducted on church property and/or officiated by members/
staff of our congregation.   Our definition of marriage is intimately connected to other 23

foundational matters of our faith (cf. Article XVI, for an example). Therefore we regard 
any restrictions and definitions we apply in our church concerning marriage to be an 
exercise of freedom of religion clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

We deny that such a position is unloving or biblically selective (see Matt. 19:5, Eph. 
5:22-33, Heb. 4:15, 13:4, 1 Thess. 4:3-8, Gal. 5:16-21, 1 Cor. 6:9-11, Rom. 1:24-27, 
1:16, 1 Tim. 1:8-11, 2 Pet. 2:6-7, Jude 7).


 Statements XIX, XX, & XXI are adapted from The Baptist Faith & Message 2000.  20

 This is true whether the couple is able or intends to have children. One of the primary purposes of 21

marriage is procreation. We recognize that there are couples who are infertile and unable to procreate. 
We are also aware that for those who marry at an older age they may not be able to bear children, or, 
more likely, they have already raised their family. While we recognize these unique situations, some of 
which remind us of the brokenness of this fallen world, it does not change the fact that marriage is 
generative in nature.

 Statement XXII portions taken from Evangelical Free Church denominational web site.  22

 For non-cohabitating heterosexual couples seeking permission to marry, you may request a wedding 23

request document from church office.  
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Statement XXIII 
We affirm Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  
We affirm that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances instituted by Christ to be 
observed by Christians only.  Baptism was instituted (Matt. 3:13-15, 28:19), for 
believers (Acts 2:41, 8:12, 8:37-38, 10:47-48, 16:30-33, 19:5), with preferred mode of 
immersion (Rom. 6:3-5, Col. 2:12).  The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus (Matt. 
26:26-29), underscored by the Apostles (1 Cor. 11:23-25), and perpetuated by the 
churches (1 Cor. 11:26-29).    24

We deny that Baptism is an unimportant matter or that the Lord’s Supper is to be 
received tritely.   
  

 Key Verses from Scripture that exemplify our affirmations

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 
word I preached to you – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures . . . .”  (I Corinthians 15:1-4, English Standard Version). 

“Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And 
He said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water”  (Revelation 14:6-7, English Standard Version).


 Statement taken from the General Association of General Baptists statements 1970.  24
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ARTICLE V - CHURCH COVENANT 
Having given ourselves to God, we now give ourselves to His church and covenant with it and 
and with each other, as also with God.

1. That we will forsake all unrighteousness, even the appearance of evil. We will 
abstain from all questionable pursuits and pleasures; we will fore-go all hurtful habits; we will 
avoid all evil associations.

2. That we will follow earnestly after righteousness and true holiness in the fear and 
love of God. We will seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, trusting that all 
needful and helpful things will be added to us; we will seek entire consecration to God; we will 
live a life of prayer; we will seek the constant abiding of the Divine Life within us; and we will be 
satisfied only when we have evidence that we please God are accepted of Him.

3.  That we will faithfully improve all means of grace. We will attend and support the 
services of the church, the preaching, the social services, the business meetings; we will 
contribute freely of our means for the advancement of the Gospel; and we will cooperate with 
our brethren in every enterprise having for its end the glory of God and the salvation of men.

4. That we will be Christ-like in all our deportment. We will be tender and 
affectionate toward each other; we will be careful of each other’s reputation, thinking no evil, 
and back-biting not with our tongues; we will return good for evil; we will be just and honest, 
truthful and honorable in all our dealings; we will do unto others as we would be done by; we will 
be meek, loving and forgiving as we desire and hope to be forgiven.

5. That we will be faithful Christian workers. We will do whatever Christian work 
come to hand, shunning no cross, shirking no duty; we will even seek opportunities to do good, 
glorify God and save souls; we will study to win our associates, our neighbors, our families, all 
whom we may influence, to become Christians; we count it more than our meat and drink, more 
than all things else, to do the will of our Father in heaven, to lead souls from sin and death, and 
lead them to God and heaven.

6.  That when we remove from this place we will, as soon as possible, unite with 
another church where we can continue to live by the spirit of this Covenant and the principles of 
the Bible.

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS 
The Constitution may be revised or amended by a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of 15% 
quorum at the meeting designated for that purpose, provided the proposed amendment be 
approved by normal business meeting process and is presented in writing to all active members 
with known contact information, at least two weeks before the date of the meeting.


